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[This manuscript is very lengthy, the translation running to about 6000 words, of which the first 5000 are written as a concise history of all the great geometers and their works, that are antecedent to Leibniz himself. This part is quite unimportant for the purpose of estimating the part that was played by Leibniz, and it passes my comprehension why Gerhardt should give it at length, while he has condensed the other two, which are really important. Hence, in what follows, I have given a precis of the first 5000 words, with here and there quotations, in which Leibniz has something^to say that is either critical of the work of others, or a claim to superior knowledge or better method of his own. The last part, which purports to be the history of his arithmetical quadrature, together with his claim to the surpassing value of his achievement, I have given in full.]
(Precis). Geometry is a modern thing, probably due to the Greeks. The great name among the Ancients is that of Archimedes, who first used indivisibles; this use was more profound than that of Cavalieri, but the method became lost. The name of Apollonius must not be altogether omitted.
The learning of the Greeks passed on to the Arabs, who conquered them; among these we have Alhazen, and a certain Mahomet, who gave the formula for the general quadratic.
This brings us to the cubic and biquadratic equations, which were solved in the sixteenth century. The cubic is due to one Scipio Ferreus of Bologna; one of his pupils set the solution as a challenge after Scipio's death; Tartalea took up the challenge, found a solution and told his friend Cardan; the latter extended it and published it without the consent of Tartalea. Vieta, Descartes, and Ferrarius gave the solution of the biquadratic. But even Descartes and Vieta